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the Hon.H.A.W.Skeen,Judge of the Circuit Court for Lee Countyi-= 
Harison Holmes,a resident and citizen of Lee County,Va. ,would 
respectively allege and.show unto your honor,that he and Miss Hassie 
Glass were duly married to each other on the ., are pt 
1907,in Harlan County,Kentuckey;that after their said marriage, they 
continued to live and cchabit together as man and wife until on or 


about the _ day of June,1908,in mutual hapiness as your ora 


ef 
tor supposed. On the date last aforesaid,your orator and his said 
wife were living together in this county on Wallen's creek,with 


his wife,when he received through the U.sS.mai 
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the mother of 
letter notifying him of the serious illness of his grandfather, 
John Holmes,who was living in the Craborchard in this county,and 
requesting your orator to go and see him. This letter and request 
your orator make known to his said wife and mothan=-in-law and they 
agreed and consented to your orator going to see his said grand= 
father:and thereupon,he did on the next day or so after the re- 
ceipt of said go to see his said grandfather. But on the very next 
day after he arrived at sald grand-father's,your orator rem 
ceived through the U.S.Mails a letter fron his seid wife in her 

own proper handwriting,to his utter Surprise and astonishment, tell- 
ing him in effect to not come back to her, that she she had concluded 
to never live with him any more. Your orator says that so soon ag 

he received this letter from his wife he returned to her as quicke 
Jy as he could,but she refused to make any explanation of her 
letter,and would not talk to him except in anger and contempt, and 

to him detlared she had made up her mind to never live with him 


any more,and forbade hin staying there at her mother's any more 


+ © 


she told your orator she had ceasea to love him,and that his Very 


presence was odious and repulsive to her, Your orator thinking prob- 


ably this was some spell that would soon wear off his wife,he went 
and contracted to rent a home for themselves,and so informed net, 
and asked her to come and live with him,but she refused,saying that 
her action was final and unchangeable. Your orator seys from date 


ee eh | Lor. of this suit,he has repeateday: gone to and 
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written his said wife asking and legetne her to live with him, 

but to all his solicitations she does not accede,and has ever 
since the date aforesaid up to the present absolutely refused 

to live with your orator,and declares it to be her fixed Tat emt 
end purpose #R to never live with him any more as his wife. Your 
orator is advised that such conduct on her part is a breach of 

her duty;that she ought to go and live with him as his wife,and 
since she refused to do so,he is by law entitled to a divorce from 
her’, 


Yo. er ee tame 5 it Cietinctly understood that he does not 


in any way charge any thingx against her virtue ana chastity,for 


her to be a chaste and virtuous woman. But he does 
cuars> she tas without just cause or exesuse violated her 

merital duties and has deserted him,and since she has deserted 
him,and refuses against his will to live with hin 
time for more than three years,by law ho is entitled to 
vorced from her absolutely. But. if he ‘snould be mistaken as 
the length of time since his said wife without Ysh cause or 
cuse deserted him,and the proof should show a shorter time 
three years,he is advised that by law he is entitled to a divorce 
&a mensa et thoro from her. 

Your orator will further allege that he is now 
for more than one year next preceeding the institution of this 
suit,a resident of this county and otate,and that he and his said 
wife last cohabited together in this county,on the day of 
Jun >, 1908. 

In consideration of the premises abd fPorasmuch ae your. orator 
isremediless in the premisess save in a court of equity,he prays 
that the said Hassie Holmes be made a party defendant to this bil} 
of complaint;that she be required to answer the same,but she need 
not do so on oath as that is waived;that proper and lawful process 


be issued and served upon her;that upon a final hearing of this 


case @ divorce a vinculo,from the bonds of matrimony be decreed 





ever dissolving such marriage;and that all other,further anc 


eneral reli awarde im j ises : 
& lief be awarded him in the premises as the nature of his 


cause may require or to equity shall seem proper And he will ever 
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Bray, etc. 
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To the Honorable H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the Cireuit Court for 


Lee County, Virginia. 


Tne demurrer am answer of Hassie Holmes to a bill exhibited 
against her in your Honorable court by Harrison Holnes, 

Respondent says said bill is not sufficient in law to call upon 
her to answer, and she demurs to the same and prays judgment thereof. 
And for cause of demurrer she says thet said bill shows no cause of 
action against her under the statute. Suit is swpnosed to be filed 
on the grounds of desertion,but it does not show the necessary time 
ta have elapsed to maintain the suit. 

And not waiving said demirrer but relying and insisting thereon 
respondent would show your Honor that she was married to the said 
Harrison Holmes on the 20th day of January,1909, and not 1907 as 
stated by the plaintiff in his bill. Your respondent knows nothing 
of the receipt by her husband of a lette¥ from his Sister,or any one 
else informing him of the serious iliness of his grandfather who was 
then living in the Crab Orchard in this County. However, he informed 
her that he had received such a letter and without any agreement or 
consent on the part of your respondent,the said Harrison Holmes left 
her, going as he told her to the Crab Orchard where he was in the 


habit of going every few days. The fact is,that his custom and habit 


was to be on the pad pretty much all the time,showlngs no interest 


of any Kind in her support and maintenance,or making any effort to 
earn any money for her care and support, and it is true that shortly 
after he left, your respondent wrote him a letter advising him to 
stay where he was and informing him that she did not propose to live 
with him any longer. What your orator meant by this letter is simply 
this,that he had failed to provide for her and himself any placé to 
live,that they were living or rather staving with her mother who wes 
a widow lady and was not able to support her own fanily,much less the 


husband of your respondent in idleness. Your respondent would have 





been perfectiy willing to have lived with the said Holmes if he nad 
made any reasonable effort to support and maintain her, but as before 
stated he was idle and continually gadding about over the country and 
making no reasonahle effort to provide for your respondent,rather 
leaving her to the charity of her mother who, as before stated, was 
not able to assume any..additional burdens outside of the support of 


her own family. After the marriage of respondent with the said Holmes 


he took her to his father's wherg they stayed a month and she had to 


Php ty 
ales ney her board while they stayed there., Your respondent Knows 


nothing of the attempt of the said Harrison Holmes to rent a place 
for them to live, Sne Knows that he made no effort to do such a thing 
until after she had notified him she was not going to live with him 
any longer. Your respondent has no objection to a divorce if the com- 
plainant has any grounds therefor,which she expressly denies. And she 
further asserts that she has at all times performed her part of the 
marital upreement to the fullest extent and would have continued to 
live with the plaintiff if he had made any reasonable effort to sup- 
port and maintain her and her one child which is the result of said 
marriage, the custody of which child she prays that in the event a 
divorce shall be granted to him, shall be given to her,because she 
asserts that he is not & proper person to be charged withthe duty of 
raising said child which,is a tender infant and now about twenty 
months viehacd is a girl child. He is in the habit of drinking liquor, 
gadding over the country, is quarrelsome and is in no way suited to 
have the custody of a child'of any description,much less a girl 
child, and as evidence 6fr Ris unfitness for such a duty she files 
herewith and as a part of her answer, a letter written by him on the 
19th day of Noverber,1910, to Mr. J.N.Livesay, in which he uses this 
language: " Well, Jess be good to yourself and have a good time and 
drink your whiskey for there ain't anything any better than good old 
corn whiskey." 

Your respondent will now show your Honor that she is without 


money or property and is devendent upon her own exertion and the help 
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of her mother for support am maintenance for herself and child. She 
has not the money with which to defend this suit and she prays that 
your Honor do grant her proper sum of money for the payment of attor— 
ney fees and the taking of proof,where proof is necessary in the de- 
fense of this suit, and she prays further that her said husband be 
compelled to contribute some reasonable sum to the support and main- 
tenance of their said child. She does not ask anything for herself 
except that he be required to furnish sufficient money for her to de- 
connection 


fend this suit, am inthis ca = she here shows your Honor that he 


never has done anything to support her am has never given her any- 


thing with which to support the child,except $1.00 and perhaps a 


little calico to make it a dress. 

Respoment here denying all the allegations of said bill not 
hereinbefore admitted,explained or denied, and having answered said 
bill as fully as she is advised it is necessary to answer the same, 


sie prays to be hence dismissed with her reasonzble costs. 
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Vs. In cCheneery. 


Defendant. 
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Hassie Palme Si... ci > © c's 900-2 views = 


On the calling of this cause, on motion of the complainant by 


his counsel, it ts ordered that this cause be dismissed without prej= 


udice and stricken from the docket. 
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To Hassie Holmes; 


Tkae NOTICH, that on the 12th day of August,1911,at the 


law office of E.\.rennington,in the town of Pennineton Gap,in 
Lee County,Va.,between* the hours of of 9 AsM. and 5 P.M. of that 
day,I shall take the depositions of of Harvey Hoover and others 
to be read as evidence in my behalf,in a certain suit in equity 
depending in the Circuit court of Lee County,wherein I am plains 
tiffF and you are defendant. And if,from any cause,the taking of 
the said depositions be not commenced,or if commenced,be not con- 
cluded on that day,the taking thereof will be adjourned fron 
time to time at the same place and between the same hours,until 
‘he same shall be completed, 
Yours truly, 
Harison Holmes, 
By Counsel, 


Penninton Bros.P.Q. 
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Aepositions of Ballard Hoover and Harigoy Holmés, takkn 


before me R.E.L.Chumbley,a commissioner in chancery for the 


Gircuit Court for Lee County,pursuant to notice hereto attached, 


at the law office of #.W.Pennington,in the town of Pennington Gap, 


in Lee »Virginia,on the 12th day of August, 191ll,and between 


the hours of 9 A.M.and 5 P.M.of that day,to be read as evidersce 
behalf of Harison Holmes,in a certain suit in equity depend-» 

ing in the Circuit Court for Lee County,Virginia,wherein the said 

Harison Holmes is ple@intiff and Hassie Holmes is defendant, 


Present: Bew.ePennington,attorney for 


one present fc 


Ballard Hoove 
ms q « Give your name ELC 9 reside ICG 
Ans. My name is Ballard Hoover;I am 1¢ years oldms 
the Crab Orchard Country in Lee Co.,V8.,and am a farmer 
Qece. Are you acquainted with Harison Holmes and his wife,Hassie 
Holmes? If you say you areé,tell how long you have known each of 


then? 

A ns. 

Anse I do know both said parties. I have known Harison Holmes 
all my life. I was raised in about a mile of Harison Holmes 
nave not known Mrs.Hassie Holnes but 
knew her as a school teacher;she taught a school in my 
hood,and I went to school to her. She and Harison m 


her 
each other about the time £REXKE,SChool closed, 


1. B. State if you know where Harison Holmes now lives,end how 
jong has he been living in this County,if you know? 

Ans. He now makes his home with his father and in about a mile 
of where I live. He now lives in Lee County, Va.,and has been lives 


ing in Lee County,Va.,a1] the time since TI first remember him, 


Qe4. State whether he,Harison Holmes,is now living with his said 





wife? If you say he is not,tell if you know about how long they 


have been separated from each other? 


Ans. Harigson Holmes is not now living with his wife. 


Bomething like two years since they separated 


ers,and has been making his fathe 


leal,and I have not seen her there, 
Do you know where said Hassis Holmes igs 
sre?,and when did you see her last? 
understanding is she is making her home with 
Wallen's Creek; I saw her there 


first days of July,1911. I want 


Harison Holmes,one evening in last Jul y,eand when we 
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lim. Then the next morning Harison 
were eating breakfast ;Harisor 


& little whil 
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ictions,she did not seem 


Harison Holmes,another witness after being duly swort 
follows: 

Q. Are you the complainant 

Ans. I am. 


eds How old ar 


Ans. I am now 22 years old. I will be 


19OTE 


depos~= 


Q.4. Were you and Hassie Glass ever married to each other,if 


So about when and where were you and her married to each 


a , am =e 52 
OPudived § 





Ans, We were married to each other in Harlan County ,Ky., juB 


short time before Christmas,1907. I don't remember the exac’ 


of our marriage. 
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had written to me,and told me she would i, 





EXEBLAXRaE 


LU Is Li ts 


letter % 1nd 


not living 


Py a < rai y 


ha Vv S e 5, ] -€ Nn 





hi 


: 
§ 


G 
TF 
th 
G 
Sg 
aY 
nd 
1 
che 
A e 

ee 





Que. Bhatt ter, 


Filed! Clic tt, Py STU 














i 


Ghe Commonwealth of Virginta, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting:, 


ei 


a , , : 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you Re a ee, 


_ — —_——2fs — = ow . 


e Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said court, on_ 


d Boo to answer a bill in aes exhibited against - ee 


— we eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee —_—— — = _ 


And have then there this writ. Witness, H. C. T. y Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, the Vip 


leley,.. : Pai leerd 56k year of the Commonwealth. 


A Copy’ Teste: 
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